
The Maintenance and Operations Levy elec-
tion on February 9 is not asking for a new 
tax. It is a “Hold the Line” Levy that seeks to 
replace the expiring, two-year M&O Levy.
The proposed levy amount is $5,200,000 in 

2017 and 2018.  That amounts to approximately 
$4.40 per $1,000 of  assessed property value.
Local, voter-approved levies help make up the 

difference when state and federal funding fall 
short of  providing the dollars needed to fund 
education, maintenance, operations, and student 

programs.  M&O Levies are not used to remod-
el or build new schools. Bond issues must be 
approved by voters to pay for school construc-
tion.  More information about the use of  levy 
funds is available by calling Superintendent Tom 
Opstad at (360) 538-2006 or Business Manager 
David Herrington at (360) 538-2007.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO VOTE ON FEBRUARY 9

2016 

LEVY
I n f o r m a t i o n

The mission of  the 
Aberdeen School 
District is to be a 

strong, inspirational 
learning community 

that empowers students 
to embrace life’s 

opportunities.

Voters in the Aberdeen School District are 
being asked to approve a two-year Maintenance 
and Operations Levy on February 9 to replace 
the current levy that voters approved in 2014. 
At its meeting on November 17, the School 

Board adopted a resolution setting the request-
ed levy amount at $5.2 million for collection 
in 2017 and again in 2018.  The request is the 
same amount as that being collected in 2016, 

making it a “Hold the Line Levy” that will en-
able the district to continue current operations.
The voting period opens Friday, January 23, 

and ballots must be postmarked or delivered to 
an authorized ballot drop-off  site on or before 
8 p.m. on Tuesday, February 9.
The information in this newsletter is intended 

to answer frequently asked questions about 
school levies.
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M&O Levy Facts: 
Aberdeen Schools asking voters to continue current levy

How much will it cost?

Assessed Value = $100,000
School levy tax in 2017 = $440
School levy tax in 2018 = $440

When: February 9, 2016
Amount: $5.20 million in 2017
 $4.40 per $1,000
 $5.20 million in 2018
 $4.40 per $1,000

Ballots must be postmarked by February 9.



Your Levy Dollar

17¢
Teacher aides, office and 
custodial staff.

District Support Staff
Maintenance, Technology, 

District-wide support.

18¢
Instructional 
materials for 
every student; 
field trips.

6¢

Software licensing, 
hardware purchases, 

devices and upgrades, 
building repairs

Music, 
athletics, 

transportation 
to activities

Certificated Staff

25¢

Additional teachers, specialists, 
counselors and substitutes.

24¢

Building 
Maintenance 

& Technology

Athletics & 
Activities

10¢

Teaching & 
Learning

Building 
Support Staff

Why do school districts have levies?
State and federal funding provide a portion of  the money needed to operate our 

schools and programs. Voter-approved levies are used to help make up the shortfall 
as well as provide funding for local programs such as extracurricular activities.
Levy funds are used for:
•	 Additional classroom teachers, counselors and support specialists.
•	 Ongoing maintenance and repair of  school buildings, utilities and insurance.
•	 Student	transportation,	field	trips	and	other	extra-curricular	trips.
•	 Support of  athletics and activities.
•	 Support of  music, drama and other co-curricular programs.
•	 Purchasing instructional materials.
•	 Purchasing technology, including computers, and computer maintenance.
•	 Additional staff  to reduce class size and maintain our programs.
Some communities have higher property values than others and can more easily 

raise funds for their schools. As a way to help balance this disparity among districts, the state provides Local Effort 
Assistance (LEA) Funds to districts with lower property values — provided they pass their local levies.  Our district 
should receive about  
$2.8 million per year in LEA funds for passing our levy.
The local levy provides about 12.5 percent of  the district’s operating budget. Together with LEA funds from the 

state, levy funds will make up 19.2 percent of  our school district budget.

Senior citizens on fixed incomes may find that they qualify for an exemption from voted taxes. 
More information is available from the Grays Harbor County Assessor’s Office, (360) 249-4121.


